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           Fall  2007 

                 Points N.E. Historical Society 
                     Browns Point •• Dash Point •• N.E. Tacoma 
            Located in Browns Point Lighthouse Park   
                   
     Mailing Address:    Telephone:  (253) 927-2536 
     Suite 180, PMB  #135   Website:  www.pointsnortheast.org 
     1000 Town Center NE   Email:  bplighthouse@hotmail.com 
                  Browns Point , WA. 98422 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 

   As I  am finishing my term as President of PNEHS, I want to thank the following: 

 

 

    THANK YOU … to Metro Parks Board for allowing us to operate the Lightkeeper’s Program 
    at the Cottage in  the Lighthouse Park … and to the many Metro Park administrators and staff  who 
    assist and support our efforts to preserve, maintain and restore the historical buildings in the park. 
 

    THANK YOU … to the Board of PNEHS for their ideas, leadership, time and effort in running  
     the Society.  

 

     THANK YOU … to the committee members of  PNEHS for making the Society operate on a daily  
     basis so that our membership will continue to increase … our local history will be documented …  
    our Lightkeeper Program runs efficiently, effectively and successfully … our equipment, alarms, etc.  
    are serviced and maintained. 
 

    THANK YOU ...to all our volunteers who help at our many events and programs. YOUR  

    SUPPORT IS CRITICAL!!! 

 

    THANK YOU … to everyone who has donated items for the museums in the boat house, the  

    cottage and the history center, I am overwhelmed with your generosity to share so much for 

    the enjoyment of our visitors and community. 

 

    I want to thank each of you for supporting me as President of the Society for the past four years. 

 

    Neil O. Hanson 

 

      Editor’s Note:  THANK YOU  NEIL  for your leadership, dedication, organizational skills and  

the innumerable hours  you have given to PNEHS.  As Dorothy said to the Straw Man, “I shall  

miss you most of all.” 
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From the Curators Desk: 
Help us interview those who remember the early days: 
 
The book Two Points of View was written with the help of many of our old timers who moved here or were born here 
in the early decades of the Twentieth Century.  Interviews of people like John and Bertha Gallagher, John Kirkebo, 
Janet Smith, O.D. Williams, Ernie Burrows and many others formed the bases of that book.  Since 1986 when the 
book was published, many more people have been interviewed to include Fred Keizer  and Virginia Hyatt who were 
born and raised in Northeast Tacoma.  Collecting our history through oral interviews is ongoing.  This past summer 
two more interviews with Ruth Dittrick (niece of Annie Brown) and Joe Stiegler (Assistant light keeper to keeper 
Cyril Beaulieu from 1952-1954 ) reaped more information about our past. 
 
If you or someone you know was born or raised and lived in Browns Point, Dash Point or Northeast Tacoma 

(especially during the teens, 20s, 30s or 40s) please give us a call.  Neil Hanson who completes his term as 

president in January 2008 has volunteered to assist in doing oral interviews.  With his help we will be able to 

devote more time to obtaining a clearer picture of the early years.  Please tell us about the people who can help 

fill in some more information and stories about the days gone by.  Or if you are one of these old timers, don’t 

be bashful.  Give us a call. 

 

Help us collect Obituaries: 

 

In 1986, Jill Barkley our first curator began collecting news clippings which included obituaries.  Many were shared 
by our historical society members and we have saved many ourselves throughout the years.  Almost everyone at one 
time or another has collected news paper obituaries or funeral programs of family, friends and neighbors.  It 
would be very helpful if you could go through you dresser drawers, desks or scrap books and share with us 

your memories of people in our community whom you have loved and have known.  We would accept either the 
originals or photo copies for our files. Please call and let us know if you can help us with this effort. We can make 
copies and return the originals to you if you desire. 
 

Do you have photos of the good old days? 

We have a collection of more than 700 photos dating back to the very early 1900s.  Some go back even earlier.  But 
we never seem to have enough.  Do you have old photos of family, friends and neighbors, your house or neighbor 
hood houses, early businesses or events?  Don’t throw them away.  Please let us peruse your collection before you 
pass them on to your children or throw them away.  We will accept the originals or can have negatives made or scan 
them to help preserve our history.  It is most helpful if your photos are dated and names of people are included.  
Please do not use ball point pen or a sharp pencil on the back of the photos.  It is best to write your information on a 
separate piece of paper in order to prevent marring the photo.  If the writing is already on the back of the photo that 
will be acceptable.  Hope you can help out with this request.   
                                   

                                                                                                                            Mavis Stears  927-5385 

Donations Received 
Many antiques were recently donated. Thanks go to …     
   Marc Reis for the tobacco stand, Victrola case, saw, several kitchen items and three chairs 
   Don Hanson for the medical instruments and shaving mug 
   Julie Heidel for the can opener 
   Christine Clap for the dry cleaner fluid container, tree stand, stereoscopic pictures, floor lamp, Stadium 
   memorabilia, books/magazines and several kitchen items 

   David Sommervile for the 1895 first edition copy of Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush 
 Other Donations: 
   Peter LaPointe for automatic dishwasher 
   Chuck and Gayle Sternheim—$50.00 
   Marie Monahan  ( $) in honor of Bev Stock’s birthday ( we’ll never tell which one!) 
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August 4, 2007 marked the 100th Anniversary of the Dash Point  Commu-
nity, the Dash Point Social and Improvement Club, the construction of the 
first Dash Point Dock and the DPSIC building which met its demise a few 
years ago.  1907 was a very big year in the new  Dash Point community 
and August 4th 2007 was a big day commemorating all of those begin-
nings.  Our Historical Society was pleased when asked by DPSIC to pro-
vide some historical information about Dash Point.  An exhibit of eight 
large panels recalled Dash Point’s history.  The panels with photos and 
news articles reviewed Community Beginnings, Community Growth, 
Community Transportation, Community Activities,  Community Busi-
nesses, The four Dash Point Docks, Dash Point Social Events and Dash 
Point Dock Dinners.  Before and after the delicious meal provided by the 
Dash Point Lobster Shop,  guests studied and viewed the panels recalling 
so many delightful memories. Tom Gilmore was the oldest resident in at-
tendance with his younger sister Harriet Anderson accompanying him (see 
lower right photo).  A barbershop quartet and other program events made the 
evening fly by too quickly.  Happy Anniversary Dash Point and here’s 
wishing you another 100 exciting, happy and prosperous years. Please 
read the Tip of the Lightkeeper’s Hat for many accolades to our volunteers 
in the exhibit project. 

Exhibit of Dash Point Docks 
Exhibit of Dash Point Transportation 
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There’s nothing like a Garden Party in May 
In spite of a little Wind & Rain 

Strolling through the Heritage Garden which surrounds the light keeper’s cottage, at 
times was a hurried affair. The weather teetered on the windy and rainy side. Guests, 
seeking cover inside the cottage found refreshments and the music of Annette Sweet 
playing cello, Jim Day playing classical guitar followed by our own Browns Point’s 
Shawn Leek playing cello.  They were fascinated when Jim and Annette began impro-
vising, combining the guitar and cello. Oscar Brown would have been delighted. 

 
Flower arrangements made by Garden Club members were 
judged by the guests.  The Peoples’ Choice award went to Carol 
Murphy and a close second choice went to Patti Hurlbut.   
 
The program of events included demonstrations by Robert 
Sweet (tree pruning), Karen Hegarty (container gardening) and 
John Browne (sea grasses). The Boat House, Bell House and 
the museum in the cottage basement were open to party guests 
also.  The Points Northeast Historical Society was delighted to 
show its appreciation of the Garden Club’s care of the Heritage 
Garden for the past seven years by sponsoring this event.  The 
society also created the Garden Club Exhibit in the History  
Center which traces the history of the garden club along with a 
detailed diagram of the Heritage Garden.  The exhibit is still 
open to History Center visitors on Saturdays in November be-
tween 1 and  4 p.m.   

A list of our volunteers who made this event possible is found in our “Tip of the Light Keeper’s Hat” column 
 It was a very enjoyable event.  We hope the Garden Club members realize how much we appreciate their  
work in the Heritage Garden.  

   

      Garden  Party  May 19, 2007 
Honoring  

  The Dash Point  Garden Club’s 

   60th Anniversary 

 

“Growing beautiful plants and 

strong women” 
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You are invited to our Annual Christmas Tea  
in the Lightkeeper’s Cottage. 
Sunday December  16, 2007 

1– 4 p.m.  
Hot beverages and delicious holiday treats will be served. 
Tour the Cottage and admire the  holiday decorations. 
Chat with friends,  neighbors and our honorary hostesses, 

Virginia Hyatt of NE Tacoma and Georgina Camp of Dash Point 

Virginia Hyatt Georgina  Camp 

Free 
 

Everyone  
is 

 welcome! 
 

Don’t  
Miss 
It! 

Interview with Former Crewman 
 

   On September 11, 2007, Neil Hanson and Mavis Stears interviewed Joe Stiegler. Joe 
was assigned as a Coast Guard crew member to the BP Lighthouse Station from 1952 to 
1954. Joe shared a multitude of memories which were video recorded as part of the 
PNEHS oral history records. Joe shared memories like the time he torched and scrapped 
the paint of the Keeper’s cottage to prepare it for a new coat of paint. He also helped re-
paint the lighthouse.  
 
Joe remembered that the white fence that enclosed the light station had wire on it which 
he thought was left over from WWII when guard dogs were used to protect the station. 
He told the tale of the time he and other crew member Dick Leavenworth asked the Coast 
Guard for some cooking utensils. They were issued pots and pans that were the size used 
for the crew of a ship!  He also helped Dick build a fifteen foot speedboat in the Boat-
house in their spare hours.   
 
Board Member Bob Robinson remembers hanging out at the Light Station as a boy, often with his pal, Leslie 

Christie.   One day, his friend’s sister, Joanne, came looking for her little brother and met  Dick Leaven-
worth. The pair eventually married. Bob reports that Dick is a Engineering professor. He and Joanne live in 
Florida.. Leslie currently lives in Spanaway. The Christie family lived in Captain McDowell’s home. 

     Joe Stiegler 

Join the Docents! Guide Visitors through the Light Station buildings on Saturdays when Lightkeepers are not in residence. 

Hours are 1 pm to 4 p.m.  You do not work alone.  Interested? Leave a message on 253-927-2536. Try it! You’ll like it! 
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 A Tip of the Lightkeeper’s Hat goes to … A Tip of the Lightkeeper’s Hat goes to … A Tip of the Lightkeeper’s Hat goes to … A Tip of the Lightkeeper’s Hat goes to …    
    

The Garden Party committee Lika Schafer, Pam Ladley, Mavis Stears and Kathleen Monahan 
The crew that made the Garden party successful: Rosalie and Mike Gallagher, Elizabeth and Theresa Gallagher, 
Pat and Jim Harnish, Norm and Margot Andersen, Dan and Jill Barkley, Shane and Tanja Leek, Ron Ayer, 

Jeff McKay, Sally Slater, Julie Lord, Amy Ecker, Vern Reis, Midi Mees, Lynnett Stevenson, Robin Paterson, 

Kathy Martin, Linda Van Nest, Patti Hurlbut and Ron Stone. They were better than the U.S. Postal Service 

…...Neither rain nor snow nor… 
Shane Leek for lending and setting up canopies for the Garden Party. 
Shawn Leek for donating his musical talent to the Garden Party. 
Kathy Martin and Jill Barkley for their professional and creative efforts in assisting Curator Mavis Stears in pro-
ducing the Dash Point Centennial Exhibit.  You can still see it in the History Center, Saturdays in Nov. 1-4 p.m. 
Lika Shafer and Mavis Stears for producing the Dash Point Garden Club exhibit. Also can be seen in the History 
Center on Saturdays in November.  The Center is closed December through February. 
Marion Goodwin for permitting our Curator to go through, borrow and copy photos and documents belonging to 
the Dash Point Garden Club. 
The Dash Point Social and Improvement Club for asking us to help out with an exhibit for the Dash Point Cen-
tennial. The exhibit is available for use at future events. Just give us a call and we will deliver it. 
Norm Andersen and Larry Stears for lending their expertise in researching & purchasing  computer, scanner and 
printer for Historical Society work. 
Norm Andersen for helping with and setting up computer cataloging of our paper files. The right people come 
around at just the right time. 
Neil Hanson and Dave Noll for moving the large frames for the exhibit for the Dash Point Centennial Dinner. Vehi-
cle and muscles required! 
Our honorary hostesses for the Christmas Tea: Georgina Camp and Virginia Hyatt. 
Bob Robinson for re-wiring floor lamps.. 
Our Saturday Docents who show the Cottage and other buildings to visitors: Barabara Ryan, Dolores Colocurcio, 
Jim and pat Harnish, Mike and Rosalie Gallagher, Midi Mees, Ron and Laverne Stone, Frank and Adeline 

Ehli, Sue Wenski. 

Bob Robinson and Neil Hanson for anchoring the display cases for the funnel and the dust pan to the Cottage wall 
… and to Bob for also doing several miscellaneous projects in the Cottage and the H.C. 
Kip’s Nursery in Edgewood, Donna and Bill of Edgewood Flower Farms and Diane Bell of Trillum for donat-
ing the prizes for the Garden Party. 
Norm Andersen  for developing a master membership list and for creating the new membership campaign. Look for 
your renewal notice in your mailbox. 
Jim Harnish for accepting the position of President and to Art and Pam Ladley as Co-vice-presidents 
Our annual picnic lunch with Metro Parks  participants: Tim Reid, Victoria Woodards, Melissa McGinnis, 
Kristi Evans and Vito Iacobazzi, Norm Anderson, Neil Hanson, Jim and Pat Harnish, Mavis Stears, Bob 

Robinson. 

Our former scheduler, Lee Adams who is serving as a missionary for her church in Malta. The Crusaders came 
through there as well as the Romans leaving behind castles, aqueducts and catacombs. The English have re- 
turned in modern times as tourists.  
Mavis Stears, Kathleen Monahan and Tori Monahan for producing the Fall newsletter. 

 

Food Collection at the History Center in Lighthouse Park 

November 17        1—4 p.m. 

Sponsored by Board Member Faye Ainsworth for Keller Williams Realty. 

Bring canned and prepackaged food. 

It will go to the Federal Way Multi-Service Center which distributes  

to NE Tacoma and Federal Way. 

Plan to also see our exhibits: the Dash Point Garden Club and the Dash Point Centennial Exhibit. 
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          PNEHS  Board of Directors 2007 

 
President 

Neil Hanson                                     (253) 952-3271 
Co-Vice Presidents 

Jim and Pat Harnish                         (253) 927-6019 
Treasurer 

Anne Buhler                                     (253) 927-0347 
Secretary/ Newsletter Editor 

Kathleen Monahan                           (253) 927-2425 
Curator/ History Committee Chair 
Mavis Stears                                     (253) 927-5385 
Cottage Chair 

Patti Hurlbut                                     (253) 927-1682 
 Cottage Scheduler 

Julie Perkins                                     (253) 927-2536 
BPIC Liaison 

Fay Ainsworth                                  (253) 927-4000 
Docent Schedulers 

Mike and Rosalie Gallagher             (253) 927-9287 
Garden Club Liaison 

Art and Pam Ladley                          (253) 952-2895 
Shane Leek                                        (253) 925-1974 
Cottage Greeter 

Nancy Pawlicki                                 (253) 927-7517 
Maintenance Committee Chair    

Robert Robinson                                (253) 927-9528 
Membership Committee Chair                                
Norm and Margot Andersen              (253) 370-4683 
Sue Turner                                         (253) 927-5218 
Linda Van Nest                                  (253) 927-4250 
 
  PNEHS Answering Phone                      (253) 927-2536 
 
   For membership information, leave a message at  
                           ( 253) 927-2536. 

Katharine Bernard 

 
Long time Browns Point resident Katharine  

Bernard passed away in her sleep  October 24  at 

her home on Tok a Lou.   She had just recently 

celebrated her 99th birthday. Katharine was hon-

ored at our 2006 Stadium High School Centennial 

Exhibit as the oldest Stadium graduate residing in 

our area. 

 

She was also interviewed for the TV Tacoma  spe-

cial about Stadium’s Centennial.  

Kathy had a long career as a teacher at Stadium 

High School and Lincoln High School. 

We send our  condolences to her friend Bette 

Graham and her nieces and nephews. 

Patti  Hurlbut took this photo of a Croatian lighthouse near the 

island of Hvav on the Adriatic Sea. Patti visited Croatia this 

Summer.  Send us your lighthouse travel pixs!! 

This past June, Ted Dieterich of Paradise, CA dropped off two 

display cases which he made. The cases will be used for the 

brass funnel and dust pan as seen in this picture.  Thank you 

again, Ted. The items are from the US Lighthouse Service and 

were donated by Robin and Cae Paterson. The cases with their 

treasures have been mounted in the Cottage. Be sure to admire 

them at the Christmas Tea. 

                                             Photo by Neil Hanson 

    Meeker Middle School Bazaar 

November 17 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Find our PNEHS table  

to purchase Holiday gifts including 

Ted and Sharlene Nelson’s new updates 

Guides to Washington& Oregon Lighthouses. 

Other books, ornaments, note cards, postcards, 

memberships, etc.  
The Nelsons are members. 
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Points Northeast Historical Society 
Suite 180 PMB #135 
1000 Town Center NE 
Browns Point, WA 98422 

 Check your mailbox 

for your Membership 

Campaign info! 

 

Don’t get left out! 

ANNUAL  MEETING 
     Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2008 

     Time: 7:00—9:00 P.M. 

     Place: St Matthew Episcopal Church 

                6800 Eastside Drive NE 

                Browns Point, WA 

     Speaker: **Ray Egan portrays 

                    Father Luigi Rossi 

Father Luigi Rossi wrote a colorful mem-

oir about the settlers, Indians and sol-

diers of Puget Sound in the 1850’s. 

Ray Egan describes the experiences of 

Father Rossi in “wilderness” and some of 

the characters, events and attitudes that 

ultimately shaped our state. 

** Ray Egan enthralled our audience at 

our Annual Meeting in January 2006 

when he  portrayed Ezra Meeker. 

Refreshments—Door Prizes– All Welcome 

 

 

Father Rossi 

Pioneer, Storyteller, Chaplain and 

 Missionary 
 

 Speaking Italian accented English,  

Father Rossi is an heroic, humorous, dedi-

cated priest who is happy to explain why he 

loves America and Americans with great 

passion. Rossi describes Washington Terri-

tory in the 1850’s, and the rugged life en-

dured by the early pioneers. He tells about 

his trials and tribulations with soldiers who 

drank, and Methodists who didn’t. And 

about the time he delivered a sermon in 

Mother Damnable’s house of questionable 

reputation in the village of Seattle in 1858. 

The dialogue is from his memoir, first pub-

lished in France in 1863. Followed by ques-

tions and answers in character. Audience: 

Eighth  grade and up. 

Ray Egan as 

Father Rossi 

Don’t forget the Christmas TeaDon’t forget the Christmas TeaDon’t forget the Christmas TeaDon’t forget the Christmas Tea————Sunday December 16Sunday December 16Sunday December 16Sunday December 16————in the Lightkeeper’s Cottagein the Lightkeeper’s Cottagein the Lightkeeper’s Cottagein the Lightkeeper’s Cottage————
1111–––– 4 p.m. 4 p.m. 4 p.m. 4 p.m.    


